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1. Anatomy of the Chungking Mansions
Location, Layout, History and Typologes of Composite
Buidlings



Hong Kong Population, Population Growth

Population of Hong Kong

As one ofthe most densely popuated areas in the world,
with an overall density of approximately 6,300 people
per sg. km. Ethnically, Hong Kong mainly consists of
Han Chinese who constitute approximately 92% of
the population mainly immigrants from Guangdong;
8% are categorised as ‘ethnic minorities, including the
large number of Filipinos and Indonesians.
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Hong Kong Population, Population Growth

Historical Population Ethnic groups/ Population (2016)

Year Pop. +/-% p.a. Ethnic Number %
groups

1841 7,450 - Chinese 6,752,202 92

1851 32,983 +16.05% Filipino 184,081 5]

1861 119,320 +13.72% Indonesian 153,299 2.1

1871 120,124 +0.07% White 58,209 0.8

1881 160,402 +2.93% Indian 36,462 0.5

1891 221,441 +3.28% Nepalese 25,472 0.3

1901 368,987 +5.24% Pakistani 18,094 0.2

1911 456,739 +2.16% Thai 10,215 0.1

1921 625,166 +3.19% Japanese 9,976 0.1

1931 840,473 +3.00% Other Asian19,589 0.3

1941 163,000 -15.13% Others 68,986 0.9

1951 2,070,000 +38.51% Total 7,336,585 100

1961 3,128,648 +22.92%

1971 3,936,630 +4.22%

1981 5,183,400 +2.32%

1991 5,752,000 +2.79%

2001 6,714,300 +1.05%

2011 7,071,600 +0.52%

2019 7,507400 +0.75%

7,336,585

total population of Hong Kong

since 1920 - now 52
— 2000000 §
population (curve) of ethnic groups _ _ _ _ _____ T R e
1920 2016

"Main Tables". Archived from the original on 20 November 2017. Retrieved 13 March 2017.
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Emergence of Composite Buildings

Post-war Period and the Establishment of HKHA

Post-World War Il Hong Kong was politically and
economically valuable to the newly formed People’s
Republic of China, especially with the outbreak of the
Korean War in 1950 and the intensification of the Cold
War in East Asia. Hong Kong faced her challenge in
the transformation of economy and embarked on a
full-fledged industralization process, with the obtained
modern technology, skills and capital.

The postwar decades up to the 1970s were a period
of experimentation and reorganization in planning
and housing development. In 1946, the planner Sir
Patrick Abercrombie was invited to carry out the first
comprehensive urban planning for Hong Kong, for
which he produced a report in 1949 that highlighted
the need for infrastructural connections.

Town planning development trials can be found
during 1950s, with the establishment of Resettlement
Department in the Urban Council (UrbCo.) due to the
completion of Shek Kip Mei. In 1973, the Government
under the British Govenor Murray Maclehose,
established the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HKHA)
under the revised housing ordinance. Following the
1956 Building Ordinance based on volumetric control
to the 1962 amendment on plot ratio control through
the 1970s, the composite buidlings are built massively
to accommodate the living and economical needs.

(Reference: Seng, E. (2017). The City in a Building: a brief social history of urban Hong Kong.)



Emergence of Composite Buildings

Hong Kong Preliminary Planning Report (by planner Sir Patrick Abercrombie)
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Composite Building

From the onset, within Hong Kong's building
regulations, the definition of a ‘composite buidling’
refers to a building that contains domestic and other
functions.

The mix-used composite buidling become the
dominant architectural type in the immediate decades
following 1949 for its ubiquity to the following three
factors:

(1) It provided spatially compact housing for a city with
an escalating population

(2) It offered expanding middle class opportunities
for investing in relatively inexpensive and profitable
properties boosted by the introduction of multiple
owenrship and the mortgage system; and

(3) It was an agent of the expansion of the construction
industry, which bolstered by the relocation of bidling
expertise from the Mainland.



COMPACT FLATS IN BIG DEMAND
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BY MIDDLE
CLASSES

Architects: — E.Y. Wu, C.N. Chow
and Associates.

HE urgent need for compact a

comodation for Hong Kong
middle classes, both Chinese a
European, is Lontmuall) being sp
lighted. An excellent example of t!
type of residence being soug
is that provided in the recently co:
pleted Broadview Mansion in W
Nei Chong Road. Happy Valley.

This 11 storey building was d
ﬂi"n(‘(l to fllll\r utilise the floor ar
Unl\ 400 square feet out of a to
of 4100 square feet of building ar
on each floor are taken up by sta
cases, lifts, entrance hall and

ridors, This area represents les

than 10 per cent of the building are
The almost complete ahsence of «
ridors is one of the main features
the building. About the only wast=
space in each flat is a small thre
feet by three feet “*hall” between tw
bedrooms.

The new building contains fo
European style apartments to ea
floor — the front pairs face t
Racecourse and have an area
about 1150 square feet, while t

rear two, smaller apartments, facin:

Ventris Road, have an area of aho
700 square feet.

Each apartment contains a living
dining room. three bedrooms, v
bathrooms (only one for the re
apartments). kitchen, servants’ ros
with a servants’ W.C.

The servants’ quarters are parti
larly well situated in all flats, beins
placed out of the way at the rear
the kitchen and adjacent to t
verandahs, another feature of eve
flat.

“Compact Flats in Big Demand by Middle Class,” article in The Far East Builder (1964).

Emergence of Composite Buildings, Functions
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Emergence of Composite Building, Layout and Regulations
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Composite Building, Layout

As the war ended, Hong Kong as its premier entrepot,
and spearheaded industrial development of the 1950s
urged the economic transformation. Low-cost multi-
story industrial buildings for light industries were built
in particularly new towns. The enactment of 1956
Buidling Ordinance were completed in defining the
nature of composite building and the intentions.

Composite buidlings, embodies the containment of a
social

heterogeneity in a unifying framework defined by the
collision of the private and the public, the imbrication
of the urban and domestic, and the continuity of every
aspect of urban space in the interior.

Cap. 123F Building (Planning) Regulations,
Enactment of 1956 Building Ordinance

"composite building (&F& FEEEY)) means a building that is partly
domestic and partly non-domestic; (Added 73 of 1983 s. 2) “

"domestic (f£FH), when used in relation to a part of a composite building,
means a part that is constructed or intended for habitation; (Added 73 of
198352}

"non-domestic (JE{E ), when used in relation to a part of a composite
building, means a part that is constructed or intended for use otherwise
than for habitation; (Added 73 of 1983 s. 2)”
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Above: Kiu Kwun Mansion designed by Steven Yue in North Point, Hong Kong, 1963.
Below: Metropole Building designed by Tam Heung Sing in North Point Hong Kong, 1972.
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Chungking Mansions, Location
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Chungking Mansions, Layout

Chungking mansions situates between 36-44 Nathan
Road, in Tsim Sha Tsui District. It is the most popular
tourist shopping district in the city, at the southern tip
of the Kowloon Peninsula. The building is a 17-storey
concrete column-slab structure that accommodates a
wide varieties of activities, programmes and people.
Cheap hostels, shops and residences are intervened
within the concrete fortress.

Among the ‘podium tower’ in 1960s, it is the fist
completed ones in the former site of Chungking
Market. It followed the amendments of the building
ordinance in 1956 and 1962 that covers 100% of the
site, great plot ratio and new street-building height
relationship that permitted twice the street width in
height.



ngking Mansions,
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Analysis of Chungking Mansions, Layout
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ChungKing Mansions, Layout

The 17-storey building is a straightforward concrete
column-slab structure divided into two distinctive
parts - the podium and the towers.

The podiumsisformedbythe 2-storey vertical extrusion
of the city block that houses 2 separate shopping malls.
Above the podium are the three tower blocks consist
of 15-repeating floor plans that rise to the 17th storey.
There are 5-set of elevators connecting the towers to
the ground floor, with 3 separate tower blocks in total.
Yet the three blocks are not reachable by one another,
except they are only connected by the ground floor.
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Analysis of Chungking Mansions, Layout
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Analysis of Chungking Mansions, Layout
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Historical Timeline

Chungking Mansions has been a place full of - -
incidents, in much due to the difference of being a

luxurious place at first and become a problematic and S Il
neglected buidlings throughout the years. The history “per's ODDmg
has shown the deficiency and lack of considerations

for future uses in particular in the interiors, services market

and structural systems. PRI Sho”w

‘Mart’ will be one of - the main
- atiractions for: tm.lrisls vlsmn.

Chungking Mansions opens “Hongkong. =~
L Bookings. for) shdp space in
i—thig". Mart._occupymg the entire-
1958 second ~ floor. - of . Chungking

| Mansion; Kowloon, ‘are going
on at a .very sahstying pace

Plans are made to built the tallest building in ggdt]‘:é z{sargggeggutggfofbymh;g
Tsim Sha Tsui after wealthy Fujian man Jaime ent will: have been. reached..
Chua Tiampo, living in the Philippines, bought " The Mart—is_right in the
Chungking Arcade for a luxury residential \',:?,?;‘d?ﬁt}‘;’éf af.“d"iﬁ';‘i‘i:‘orﬂ?,ﬁ;
development. 23,‘3;?1‘?.%&2’ Sver 100 ﬁrgs <o
1t! will- have 2 l;rge Inmnm—
November 11, 1961 '3‘32 fgne;m‘l:gmasfﬁ ‘t:gurgs; lt:
the-Mart and-a Public’ Adc
Construction of Chungking Mansions is finished 'symv\ 7 s \*’l!

FT e

and the buildling is awarded an occupancy =
permit. Lots of 1,000 sq ft are sold for $30,000.

. May 1, 1962 - ‘Super-shopping market’ opens
‘Super-shopping market’ opens y up pPPINg P

May 1, 1962

With renovations to the retail floors completed,
the place opens to great fanfare with Hong
Kong's first Japanese-style nightclubs, cinemas

and restaurants. Fire Destroys i |
Inferno - Arcade -Shops‘ In
Tsimshatsul
September 14, 1966 R

than $3m.
The bloze dcslr\md m s‘nm doors there fastoned with pad-
and badly damaged Jocks.
others in the 18-storey mﬁtn‘ﬂl Within minutes, the blaze had
e bullding_in_Tsm- | peon-up-graded-from-a—thit 5

A blaze rips through six shops in one of the s Bt Br s & e

Dewrlmﬂt said that it would be | yenicles rushed to the scene.
virtually impossible (o determing | a4 ihe height of the blaze, a fire

earliest reported fires at the building — which R BRNE LA

sure that any villainous intent | ooarations “if the fire affected
:wltl be l’!llnl out. other resldential and office blocks

would endure many more. Residents, including * e B e B T

South China Morning Post staff, report panic at el TR | i o s

ameng, ourist !lwpi on the | At first fire-fighting operations look his burn
! ground foor of Block D, weye hampered by ihick smoke, m': m "lv'rcnuuklng

(]
the smoke-filled building as exits and roof access e s e s o | 0 e et 1 8 Sl e e P {

-

. . their anly means ::t ?ﬁ’rtm -:I‘:: f round t’\Jnurh:;a«é nv:‘"?l.'ref::ﬂ

are found locked. Damage is estimated at HK$3 ShEFR, b R | B v, 8 Je |
' People in M)nmim blockssui shops was by crawling

they saw people breaking win- e e

million at the time, or $26.6 million in today’s S o L | P R

atiempted lo reach the roof fous

hrough the arcade.

30 mmmchm yesidenis were
rmp:d at the helght of mehfilr;

money. ot B e Rl o e

floor.

May 1, 1966 - Inferno

(Reference:A fortunate place. The secrets and truth inside Chungking Mansions. (n.d.). https://multimedia.scmp.com/chungking-mansions/index.
html.)
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Historical Timeline
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Historical Timeline

Five-alarm fire

March 11, 1971

Residents live without reliable water and power
supplies after a fire at Tung Wan Kok nightclub.
The colonial administration issues a repair order
a week later.

Sin Bin

| Bv keNNETH KO AND
*MOHAMMED KHAN -

September 16, 1973

'SOME " European prostntutes workmg &
the Asian circuit” are making $40,000 a. .

"European” prostitutes — usually Australian, ‘ '-"_:‘f;,‘t‘;';"“,f*f:;‘gw’:‘{,'fm;,',,s,dwom,,,wo,k,ng ‘
Canadian, American and New Zealanders as 7:Eéf2§§f°°ﬂ'.'§§3'ciﬁs",s"?«"§?vs’bﬁiﬁfﬁ:ﬁ'{;
well as actual European women - come to C::qg%%;%ai&?er?:zas":r:'i’dyﬁinﬂlmos ;
Chungking Mansions where they make an vro;;rbﬁgf,,s“;’;j’g";“ﬁ%

estimated HK$40,000 a month in “six-month sex ‘E,?iﬁg"‘?‘::gﬁ?gk:ﬁﬁﬁ?%%":Trog;y"g 1
assignments” according to sources who spoke to | i D wo':kmg -
the Post. | iy o e Bipean posies are oftee

“.workers' or ‘bar ‘hostesses" who - opcrate in J
brothels after hours to' make more money. i
_ .+ But the ‘Australians are, purely. and sunply
- ‘harlots who come to'Hongkong on tourist visas -
to spend four weeks to six weeks operating here -
' . before movirigon to other Asian capitals. -
‘ Detectives. -of - the  police. Gcneral
1978 i E lnvesugnuon Office ‘are frustrated in. their
. “J efforts  to. charge. the Elropean prostitutes
"1  because (hey are commlmng cnmes Wthh
mvolvc no victims. . . b
- Both the people involved in the $ex offences -

Having been popular in backpacking circles | - prostitue and customer — are presumably 1 |-

satisfied . .and « police.. ncvcr recclve any'f N

H AT Y H ] co laints. - s
since the early 1970s, the building’s reputation 5 A 'gﬁ,é,ol,c, Sm,“%m r'."’“'s e ab?m,
. . s t
for cheap guest houses became official when * Workers t apartment houses and brothels in
. . . . .§ the area. Some have been “on the game” for
Lonely Planet published its review of Chungking | months. Others arive in the Colony, “work”
: . 1 l‘m‘_r t}]fevs/ \;eeksbd!c;’ continue u}exr iiraw:lls :
i The Sydney-based vice ring is the only one -
M ansions accomm Od atl on. [ known tg be %rgamsr:d “The glher nauonzlme: B
5 gwolvcd are individuals’ workmg ona freelance
. basis. + 70y %
. The  girls ~ work under aliases. ‘Three ]’
Concrete SmaSheS taxi - European women now operating in Tsimshatsui -
'} use the names “ Vicki, Pany und Lmdy. pohcc 4
records reveal. -
1 . The hea:quarlcrs fmi the European cal; girtl -
rings are'the two sprawling mansion'complexes
J u ly 3/ 1 985 tin %lathnn Road - g Chunggkmgn Mansnon[; and .
Mirador Mansions. - -
fG L0 d:gccn;'{cs sa;ld this week tl'l_m the ﬁ"‘s
often moved to Hongkong as part of a working
A chunk of concrete falls from the 15th floor of holiday and got jobs in nightclubs. Sooner or .-
later, theyrbcgan olr‘)e(r!a&ng ashplrosultuxcs. i
1 1 N 1 1 1 Th ough local pimps who
Chungking Mansions, injuring a taxi driver as oﬁm':{;;;';,‘{'n‘;}nﬁ hoéscf ond w%,,{ i
. . . i B s with thel .
it bursts through the windscreen of his car. The keepeds, Whea n clicrt asked fop a Europen,
the ‘pimpwould call the girl at homc and she

incident alerted the Buildings Ordinance Office, | wouldoto e brthel poie sac.
- - the' basis of $300 for a nssngmmcn

i | i . ,lasnn less than an- hour,.a girl could. earn’
which found more risky sections of the ledge. about $40000 2 month ~ t fee, of couess,
j Compprcd with'the problcms of prostitution

gcnerally. the Europeans .are not a' geeat |
problem,” one G1IO detective said last week.
It takes us a while to find out that a new girl
is operating, and if we can get cvndence it lukes :
- longer to arrest and charge her.” (
How tl\e whorcs operate: Sc¢ pngc 2.

Longly Planet makes a booking

~e L N N

- om

~ e AD e

’

September 16, 1973 - Sin Bin
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Historical Timeline
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Yol XXVl No. 59 HONGKONG, SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1871, Price 40 cents k!
1
I > Jhere to Mrcmmhmny
The |7-stoncy Ehuukmunmhn wems a bouse of datfncis m:’:tmdm mw
i g after o fore ravaged & Bascrmest riphiclob the day *w‘ hptmh e l:hﬂ. o e T
: et d‘mun:“ oy %mdﬂt‘;:im:lf:ﬁ Mm;ﬂ' e shope in Ihe manson wene chosed becasse of ihe
¥ und'wunﬂzli,;btw pressere lamps. blackout and “venulasion problems.™ %
i .i.p.d those livisg on the upper Mears, their intaavemeade Smn:r:mmg:mﬁﬂtnm:;u mpmwrm&l
m:mwbrlmw upion of aaather nocekily exterd. “:u 'mumm mh R s
e o IE
’ m?mu ”l:.lf Jiﬁum&“ﬁ&?&“ eﬁmm Discuit Shanker, owner of the Mapers lre:
Ar muudpﬂpd rough their diflficaltics, many oenss ol hawe been forced to ot busitess bocause we hine to
checkod seversd goest bouses in the manuen, They s
maed ﬂlmhﬁlmﬁmmmhudﬂu! Mﬁw‘mrwnmrhummmw
: W "t mEnagement cooumittee placod prcisure
“[ don't her rates” 52d A wisitor rom Lthe mangan {
p]iip;:us. wmﬂm, :;.‘.-. have some place to waih and ﬂﬂt-nfd:tunl;r In Chungkisg Mansion llmiu:hdlmdtmdlh:nnuimuiﬂnﬂh:mm 3
‘m-mﬂsmnuﬂlnh' ones 10 et Chu ; Oy FHa e uﬂmm‘mﬁmmﬁmw% :
Duiriag the ce was Rooded esquires a1 1o when clectried
— | —Mangon Many resct m_m_m_m_ﬁlhx.:wxhgx.lmhwlm IFiag, e 'F”h" i i
Wilsom, wha deaded (2 leave Bii 12th Mooy En" ire Oficer, Mr B Holzes, inspected |
m:s:nw#ﬂrm:-mnmumImnTn - ek ift "'ﬁum:mmmummwrmmmm lﬂle W He ﬂﬂﬁmmﬁn has besn prestly it
P 10 work, 1oa), 2ed | am mot going (o do it agtin M L Avhoks ™ We forged o bock the door when we dashed oul ﬂnﬁl By the “Tantastic _!-m -
- b fire. We'lon 3,685 and jewelery worth abou baseament fires are dilficuls” he k
\hose whe chase 1o siny heme, lifewad one b wruzph. 52 He aaid the moke ';n mn:d I:r decorstion ard :
N E e S o gk v ey L e S S SRl i s e vt e e
“ﬁmwm;‘ﬂ;ﬁﬁm hi-fi masc = thedr 1::': Thkﬁ”-&hﬁn‘l Tnvernational Muil Order these was Kitlis chazceof o i e ﬂmt i |
we. For telivizion viewerd, there wat no T 1t saoond flsar, but fakled, : A Ers st ﬁn-mpm MH‘ pmmhlh 1
Jm“ﬁmﬂmimmm and ihe piged mﬁ:?:r ; by uatiposd extra men B ibe Duildeg to -nmhuh;m 'W‘Hm ciing. He added i
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Concrete proof of danger

On July 3, a chunk of
concrele fell from the 15th
floor of Chungking Mansions
and crashed through a taxi,
smashing the windsereen and
injuring the driver.

Staff from the danperous
buitdings section of the Build-
} ings Ordinance Office went to

the scene and found that part
\ of n ledpe was unsound.
| An immediale survey was
’ carried ouf to see il other
concrete proluberances at
Chungking Mansions were
! unsafe. Some hod deteriorat-
ed fo such an extent they
could have collapsed at any
lime,
*  The risk was considered so
great that a Government con-
tracior was called in (o re-
move dangerous parls.
} “The situation demanded
immediale action,” a BOOD

T —— e e

building surveyor said.
“There was an immediate
dnngmr nr the other parts col-
lapsing.”™
Since then, BOO has con-
ducted a more detailed survey
of the building and identificd
} other arens where the con-
crele is failing although the
risk is not so immediate.
The department is current-
Iy planning to issve a statuto-
ry repair order to require the

Concrete smashes taxi - July 3, 1985

I:uildln[;'s multiple owners to
make the plnne safe.

But this is a time-consum-
ing task since hundreds of
ovners are involved and the
addresses of cach has to be
located before the orders can
be sent ont.

Conerete chiunks have also
fallen from other buildings.

© On April 9, part of 2

concrete clothes-drying enclo-
sure on the 24th Moor of 5
Belcher Street, a 15-year-old
building in Kennedy Town,
broke off and fell down.
Luckily it hit the first floor
podiom and no one was in-

jured,
Again, BOO staff -:'ulhd o

. the scene found that in addi-

tion to the concrele enclosure
which had parily collapsed,
another was also on the verge
of falling away. -

A Government conlracior
had to be ealled in to remeve
bath, Later, n more extensive
survey idenlified 254 defective
congrete clothes-drying enclo-
sures in the rest of the build-
ing where the risk of collapse
was not immediate, but which
would- also have fallen down
“gooner or later™ il not regair-

- The owners have since
been served with repair orders

to have the defective paris
taken out and work has
progressed on about 40 so far.

& On May &, at-5-7 Tai
Hang Drive, n concrete slab
from a window sill fell from
the 15th foor, injuring a
prdrslriln and damaging a
car,

This time the BOO inves-
tipation showed there was no
immedinte danger of further
collapses although a survey
identified defeets in the build-
ing's concrete window hoods
and sills.

Again, repair orders have
since been served fo require
thal the potential dangers be
eliminated.

© On March 29, at 60
Bute Strect in Kowloon, a
voncrete window hood fell
three storeys on (o Sai Yeong
Choi Street where it damnged
a taxi,

" BOO siafl called to the

‘seene found that nther win-

dow hoods ‘in the hlu.umF
were also “dangerously loose™
and had io be removed im-
mediately.

A later survey identified
serious problems of concrele
deterforation in other areas in

the huilding and repair orders

have sinee been served on the
DWNers.

According to BOO, the de-
partment normally issHes -
pair orders to landlords and
leaves it to them to rectily
failing concrele problems.
The exceplions are when (he
owness canngl be readily
lucated and the risk of col- }
lapse is so preat that there
has 1o be immediate action.
In such cases, a Govern-
ment coniractor is used and
the cosi is subsequently k
recovered from the owners. f
Concrete ‘repsir specialist
Brian Hubbard advises
owners who suspect concrele
deferioration in their build-
inps to seek expert advice.

Examination is needed 1o
determine whether the dete-
rioralion has any structural
significance or whether the
danger lies primarily in con-
crete falling. off and. poses
risks fo life and properiy.

“The repair work doesn't
nnmssnil}' have (o L2 very
expensive,” said Mr Hub-
bard, who heads & new Shot
On subsidiary sol up to ding-
nose and repair concrele
prablems.

“And in some cascs,. it
may nat even be economical
or advisable to” make costly

-pepair work.”
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'Hong Kong's mansion of ill-repute’

May 19, 1986

The “tawdry silhouette” of Chungking Mansions
was meticulously laid bare as the Post’s John
Blanton gave his view from inside the building.
What he found was “an ambience of ill-repute”,
and delicious curry.

Gold smuggling rings exposed

February 8, 1987

Cash-strapped backpackers risked a life sentence
to earn thousands by smuggling gold inside
their bodies to South Asian nations like Nepal,
Bangladesh and India, as well as South Korea.
Perhaps it's not a surprise that the operation had
its base in Chungking Mansions.

Transformer room explodes

July 21, 1993

The building was constructed without its own
electricity transformer, so in the 1960s one was
built. By 1993 it blew up, forcing the building’s
management to install another one with greater
capacity.

- Gold smuggling rlngs exposed

Travellers tempted into
Asian courier network

By CAROLINE DEWHURST Clags Guest House in Nathan
Road, Matthews admits thal ke
GOLD smum}m are using has served time in jail in Hong:
|| i ﬁgi'i quwnrmuymlvu afivesyear tungTh; ponﬁlusm u:dmsl.
gally im runl ians gl e i g Sl A
B worhaf e precious Sevelcourrstavealready Siev, Rhard 320 o il
f | Asi been caught and have served of  yun their smugr]m business
metal into several Asian g0 serving prison sentences.  from E Block ungkin
countries, hiring young slary page 2}, 3 Mansions in Telm Sha Teui, [§
iranll:rs A5 couriers. In a2 menth-long investiga-  They are all in their mid 10 lae
§ it cniipopty, (st e Smay Momiee Fout i Sunolsbead fom e
: uncove the groups  in it afierserving six
out ofal least two N‘m"um foem partofan | mlmmmalnm- m‘n ks im jail :hertn'rnr

gﬁ“’msg;‘";’;‘“;“““““n work operating legally ot of  erganising poid smugsing Rich-

desh, End:nndlhrouwﬁnﬂl:a countries

3 il for simlar offences.
1o Mepal, We were able 1o casily infil- i

metal in their bodics 1o theirdes- — smuggle 32 ks of gold = worth huhmrml

tination, drop il off and ﬂ‘l‘ﬂ e- nbuul!l!D.ﬂm- into Soanh Ka- m.mnhn' advan-

turn with currency. fl?:ubmg‘b “frec pori™
Many councrsare snawase of Twu of the groups penctrated

the risks they are facing whichin-  were operated by English expa-

ih: RAME o}’
apnul tnking pold oul of Hong-

%“ the casz of 'I?r:w N‘“ﬁ':’"
life imprisonment. BOVETD- Y e inst cocrcing peaple to break  simight ot
ment there is now considering ® Andrew Manbews, 1 Brit- ?:Jnusofnaher caumn it ia
imposing the death pemolty for  onabouwtl 23-years-old, who oper- Al the operations mnlrﬁud
d smupgling. In Nepal, a godd  ates from Room 2 at the First

February 8, 1987 - Gold smuggling rings exposed

Hongkong but i m»nlhu‘ ard spent six weeks ina Korcan  accommaodation 1; Nllh;n

® Burma Gurung, o Nepabese ; and.“ﬁpy Ll m“r“ﬁm
are pakd commessian

§ Couricrs are being paid up to  trate three of the operations pos- i his mid-30s. Using Reom 3 at n::f,um aore pm;rmud ‘::gr:\’g

*§6,500 per operalion during  ing a5 possible cousices &ad i the First Class Guest House he 1 air tickels and nights in ex-

which they carry the ious  one casc a reporter was hired to  uses couriers (o smuggle gold to pensivt hatels for smuggling

where there are no laws MN&HMM or her 10 the air-
i 3 { couricr is given the

ude exlensive jlll sentences  irinics and, the third by o km_;nrhdnun; cash inte the  gold just before he enters the de-
termiary. There arc also na laws  parture loon

lsm:l;:ﬂmdﬂ‘mumh. trlhc
on ihe plane shortly before  Noor of
work throagh the cheap hoste! Eotl:nds After going through eus-

, and pictured
loms the courier is mct by a
member of the taken to g
mearby hotel and relieved of e
gald. He is poid and i then free
1o slay in the country for a hali-
day or relurn immediaiely 1o

A Sun.l?m Morning Post re-
porter played the part ola tourist
who had spent a few weeks in
China, had linle cash lefl nnd

smuggling trips. He took great
care to creale the image of 3 re-
peciable businessman 1o fool
cusioms men inta thinking he
was on legitimate business,

He wore a suit, dark glasses

8 and carried a briefeass contain.

ng business papers. The gold
eould be earricd in .mn:rnl

8 places, but it was always well hid-

den. Sometimes it would b:wn

: cealed behind the melal rim of

feflow hodteliers she gat into con-
versation with 2 young English-
man who admitied 10 having
been an 37 separie smuggling
trips. When pressed he offered io
put her in touch with one of the
m?lq aperations

e met Andrew Matlhews
who told ke I do il for the
adrenadin. i s a way of making

quick mancy,
“Th is addictive. [

wanled to oo

with her bayfriend, She mn
her search Iﬂ ¢hecking inlo the
n\nelkﬂ

Wmm an haur aof wiking 10

ostel oo’ the 16h  good

wouldn') like 2 n-nmn-fn:;uh.
Ehut when | work [ like 1o make
maoncy.”

Morthews claimed he was
very professional aboul his

the briefease. Somatimes it

8 would be carried within the
l body.

l'ln told several stories of
iends who were caughl smug-

”‘lﬂ'ﬂ One !l‘ﬂun af lbuul

were going Lo Nepal

:n:mss the border from Tibet.

B The group incleded 3 d44-year-

old woman wha had already suc-

{ cessflully completed several
m

uggling trips.
1 two American collepe
girls in the proup were nervous
and did not iake the operation
scriously encugh. The cistoms
men hecame suspieious and
scarched the group. Matthews
slnd they were siill in jail in Me=
pal,

ppose 1oy from Hanghons
S 1a fly from Ho:

o Katmandu Mihnlll'l!!l]uams
1y ol gold, A number of cusioms
men had been paid off ot Koi-
mandu nirport. But the plane
had & shori slapover in Bangkolk
and due 1o a Iyphoon the planc
was delayed for three houss,

& Continued Page 2

p——

|
J



Chungking:
Hongkong’s
mansion of
ill-repute

By JOHN BLANTON

i ven when it was new,
! back in 1962, Chung-

king Mansion threw up

 its tawdry silhouctte amid the

surrounding clutter of con-

crete and corrugated steel of

Tsimshatsui like a decrepit,
sleeping dragan.

Much as it dominated the
Kowloon skyline then, it all
Lo soon gained stature as the
E{I:m most indicative of the

gkong that residenis wish
1o forget and tourists wish 10
recaplure, fed as they are at
home by the medin on cliche
ridden stories of oriental exol-
ica — the Suzy Wong syn-
drome.

Its messy messes where
mysterious, but no less deli-
cious, curries simmer amid
tarn linoleum and peeling
paint, its barracks-style gucst
houses replete with seruffy
boarders hailing from the
wndti nm, and ils bustling

arcades have all im-
bucd C ungking Mansion
with an ambience of |Il -re-

uie.

Indeed, ils reputalion
rprudsf[ﬁr beyond the lDIUI'I

nes O Blls*ﬂl " rivallin
that of the nmlbysl‘cninsnls
Hotel, although seldom the
\wain shall mest. Marc thana
few of its guests are visiting

scoond time around, and
novices by and large check in
at the rccommcndauon of
well-experienced

They are grected ill’ﬂﬂ ar-
rival with o selection of ac-
commodations ranging from
a worse-for-the-wear bunk in
adormitary foraround $20 1o
a privaie room for more (han

100.

And if the more fastidious
of property developers and
general passers-by consider it
1o be nothing more than an
eyesore, its fans, most of
whom one can find wander-

based on a squarc footage cal-
culation similar to that used
for industrial nn.d business
gmp-eﬂiesh rup, isin the

0,000 to a month
range, dependms on size and
location. Rent for shops on
the second fioor are generally
lower. Management loo,
have risen — from $100 a
month last year 10 8150 of
Tate,

The price rises come as @
resull of pressure put on the
building's management last

ar by the Urban Services
g:pnnmunl and the media
for them 1o make at least a
cursory effort al improving
the then filthy conditions pre-
vailing.

The result has been the es-
tablishment of a daily refuse
collection by 13 workers — a
first that has helped subdue
the resident redent popula-
tion — the posting of real-life
security persenncl at sirab
points in the building, a
general clearing of the pas-
sageways made famous by
their pever-dwindling piles of

rubbish.

“The most noticcable im-
provement, however, has
been the installation of suffi-
cient lighting on the first and
second floors, which before
were rendered all the more
unsavaury for their dark re-
cesses of ru',hl,cmn%wnlcnl.

Alsoin Aupust of ast year,
the Yaumati district manage-
ment committee demolished
42 structures in the alleys
around Chungking Mansion
thatposed health and firc haz-

ards,

Sa all in all, Chungking
Mansion has received a mod-
est facelift, Even the elevators
are cleaner.

But refailers siill complain
the improvements made thus
far hardly warrant the remu-

" neration they forward to the

about the si
an i.hi: Jront facing Nathan
ish its sleaziness.

g's management, han-
dled hy o firm cogagingly
citlled the Incorporated Owin-

May 19, 1986 - '"Hong Kong's mansion of ill-repute’

July 21, 1993 - Transformer room explodes

‘Within its festering walls,
Chungking Mansion houses in
its five blocks more than 600
separate units of property, in-
cluding residential flats, of-
fices, factories, hostels and re-
tail shops’

But nothing lasts forever,
and if Chungking Mansion set
the siyle for the arca for sever-
al decades, the more rcmll
penchant among pmpmg'
velopers Lo caler Lo h
tounsm has pushed the great
structure in1o the sidelines.

Within its festering walls,
Chungking Mansion houses
in its five blocks more than
600 scparate units of proper-
1y, including residential Nats,
afficks, factorics, hostels and
relail shops,

The frsl two of the buil-
ding’s 17 Noors, and part of
the basement as well, are de-
voted fo the retail trade =

cked with tiny shops simi-
E’ rly packed with goods from
Noor (o ceiling.

Tailors and elothing and
accessory shops dominate,
followed by mere closets sell-
ing Ihe not-so-latest in elec-
tronic gadgetry.

The second floor arcade,

| less crowded, more de-

pressed, boasis a number of
curio shops wllh sl:clw:s dis-
playing the § reelains
seen_in dcnusl u ices and
movies from the 19505,
Although the majority of
shopkeepers in Chungking
Mansion have yet 1o learn the
finer points of modern remail
marketing theory, rents re-
quired of them betray an
image problem on the part of
the building's owners, or
maybe |hcy]usl Fm:l the locale
warmnis increasing respect
with the Kowloon Hotel just
across the street and the
splendour of Tsimshatsui
East just a stone's throw
away.
“I've been here 20 years,
and in that time renl has
frgm less than $1,000 a
maonth to $14,500, *com-
plains one g:nund~llncr
slm ner.They don't seem
¢ very concerncd with
lhns.e of us who actunlly have
1o spend our days and nights
here."

Rent for most shops,

ers of Chungking Mansion.

*The building isstill dirty,
and whatever we do to our
own shops, the condilions
oulside affect our business,”
ane shopkecper said.

Above the shopping ar-
cades s the daunting maze of
fMats, guest houses, messes
and factorics that now boasl
litter-free stairwells and corri-
dors, but which have yet o
benefit Tully from improved
managenient, clthough prices
in this domain also have ris-

en.

Space in this arca, which
oceupants say is generally less
amenable to the wonders of
makeshift remodelling and
thus more difficult 1o play
around with, is hard to find.

Prices for Mats are based
on a charge of $500 to $700 a
sq N, depending on size and
Iml:on and they range in
size [rom sq i 1o more
than 1,000 sq M. :

Here 100, 0ccupants com-
plain of the indifference of the
building’s management, but
arc resigned 1o accepling
whatever amenities they may
receive as a resuly of the man-
:L%:mm;: s n:lmm;ve system

mTJ ementing cha

‘The pmhlcﬁ1 is m are
oo man rpcsol'pmperl¥
onc b dmg says ‘ong fac-
tory ewner. *How can you ex-
peet to keep things in order
when here you've got people
working in an ivory faclory,
and across the hall a hotel,
while upstairs people arc fiv-
ing in @ flai, which i near a
curry resiaurant and so on
and o on."

Property File took this
guestion 1o the building's
owners, bul found out none
too late that, ' the boss docsa't
ever come here, uhh, and he's
never given us his phone
numbier, and he works in dif-
ferent places all the time, bul
maybe he comes in once a
week for a few minutes, so
maxbc you can try again la-
ter.

Historical Timeline
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Chungking Express
July 13, 1994

Wong Kar-wai's Chungking Express — which Sight
and Sound magazine named in 2002 among the
10 best films of the previous 25 years — features a
drug smuggling operation hosted in the Chungking
Mansions retail floors. The release sparked a rush of
cinephiles to the building. Long-time guest house
owner Wah Fat-chun says the film “saved Chungking
Mansions”.

Maintenance issues plague building

1995

Inthe two yearsto 1997 the Hong Kong administration
issues eight maintenance orders for issues at
Chungking Mansions. Property prices fall to $600 per
sq ft as the cost of repairs reaches nearly HK$13.5
million after completion in 2001.

Triad cleared of bomb plot

November 8, 1995

A triad member, Tsang Ting-yat, is acquitted of
conspiring to cause an explosion after a fire at the
China Palace nightclub at Chungking Mansions. The
judge rules thatthe notes of an undercover policeman
who had infiltrated the Sun Yee On gang were not
accurate after he gave inconsistent testimony.

l SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST Page 9

G | |
- Triad cleared of plot to
~ bomb Kowloon nightclub

But this matter cansed me

26

! A TRIAD accused of plot-

tingto bomb a nightclub was
cleared in the Disirict Court
vesterday because of incon-
sistent testimony by the star
wilness, an undercover po-
liceman.

Tsang Ting-yal, 30, was
acquitted of conspiring to
cause an explosion at the
club in Tsim Sha Tsui after
Judge Lugar-Mawson sadid
there were discrepancies in
the evidence of the officer
who had infiltrated the Sun
Yee On triad,

On February 22, Tsang,
the policeman and members
of the Sun Yee On went o
the China Palace Night Club
in Chungking Mansions.
Tsang gol into an argument
with a hostess which devel-
oped into a face-ofl with a
gang of 'machete-wielding
members of the Wo Shing
Wa triad.

Later that morning, the
policeman claimed, Tsang
hatched a plan to blow up
the China Palace.

But Judge Lugar-Maw-

November 8, 1995 - Triad cleared of bomb plot

son said he doubted the ac-
curacy of the officer’s notes
taken eight hours afier the
plot and other notes writlen
several days later.

The explanations given
by the officer lor the incon-
SISLencies on Cross-examing-
tion “'wére not very convin-
cing’”.

It is unsafe to place full
reliance on his verbatim
conversations,” he said.

“The Crown said those
are minor incensisiencies
and should be overlooked.

considerable anxiety.”

The inconsisiencies =
over dates and wordsspoken
during Tsang’s lale night
discussion - gave weight to
the argument by delence
counse] Michael Poll.

“Mr Poll's cross-exami-
nation has introduced seri-
ous doubts and it is not fan-
¢iful to wonder if [the
witness] was willing to
atiribute certain words (1o
Tsang) and mis-atiribuie
others," said the judge,

NERERE
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July 13, 1994 - Chungking Express

27



28



2. Ethnography
History and Research Methdology

29



Ethnography, History and Methodology

30

Early Armchair Anthropology

Early scholars and their work:
Wilhelm Schmidt

Sir E.B. Tylor

Sir James Frazer (The Golden Bough)

It was developed in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries that were highly reliable on the gathered data
about people throughout the world. It was sybolizing
the comfortness of their homes and library armchairs
that early scholars collected others’ (often missionaries,
colonists, adventurers etc.) travel accounts and used
them to come to conclusion about far-flung cultures
and peoples.

Apparently the main problem is the inaccuracy and
incompletness of the collected data, or more often a
more misleading, exaggerated or omitted important
information and romanticized the culture.

Off the Veranda

Early scholars:
Franz Boas

Alfred Cort Haddon
Bronislaw Malinowski

In the twentieth century, anthropologists trained in the
natural sciences began to reimagine what a science
of humanity should be like and how social scientists
ought to go about studying cultural groups. Generally,
they did not spend significant time with the locals,
thus their observations were primarily conducted from
the relative comfort and safety of a porch - from their
veranda.



Ethnography, History and Methodology
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Bronislaw Malinowski changed the way that field studies were carried out. He worked on a remote group of
Pacific islands—the Trobriands—and lived for long periods among the people he was studying. A brilliant
linguist, he quickly learned their language and later published books which brought the islanders to life.
The idea that native peoples were primitive savages was altered for good with Malinowski's insight into
their mastery of their world.
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Salvage Ethnography

A common view in the first half of the twentieth
century was that many "primitive’ cultures were quickly
disappearing and features of those cultures needed
to be preserved (salvaged) before they were lost. This
can be seen in the following works:

- Robert Flaherty, Nanook of the North (1992)

He filmed the life of an Inuit man named Nanook and
his family in the Canadian Arctic, with an effort to
preserve on film what many believed was a traditional
way of life soon to be lost (including some staged
scenes to make the film seem more ‘authentic’).

- Painter George Catlin (1796 - 1872)

He is known to have embllished scenes or painted
them in ways that glossed over the difficult reality
that native people in the 19th Century were actively
persecuted by the government, displaced from their
hands and forced into unsustainable lifestyles that led
to starvation and warfare.

- Photographer Edward S. Curtis (1868 - 1952)

He has been critized for reinforcing romanticized
images of ‘authentic’ native scenes. He is accused of
having reinforcing perpetuated the problematic idea
of the nobel savage and, in the process, distracted
attention from the serious social, political, and
economic problems faced by native people.

Holism

In the US, the effortts developed into what is know
today as the four-field approach or simply as general
anthropology. This approach integrates multiple
scientific and humanistic perspectives into a single
comprehebsive discipline composed of cultural,
archaeological, biological/ physical, and linguistic
anthropology.
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Ethnography, Current Research Methodology

Anthropology’s Distinctive Research Strategy

Ethnography is cultural anthropology’s distinctive
research strategy, which originall developed by
anthropologists to study small-scale relatively isoalted
cultural groups. Ethnographers spent months to live
in the community, and in that time, they documented
in great detail every dimension of people’s lives,
including language, subsistence strategies, political
systems, formation of families and marriages, and
religious beliefs. This was important to appreciate the
interconnectedness of all dimensions of social life.

OBJECTIVE FIELD SPEAKER HEARER HANDLING OF TOPIC,
(SENDER) (RECEIVER) RUNNING OF THIRD PERSON

SITUATION la. “ "
ENGLISH... HE IS RUNNING

HOPI... “WARI' (RUNNING.
STATEMENT OF FACT)

=

@ & s B BT 0T

~
SITUATION | b.

ENGLISH... "HE RAN"

HOPI... "WARI" (RUNNING,

OBJECTIVE FIELD BLANK STATEMENT OF FACT)

DEVOID OF RUNNING
SITUATION 2

K\

SITUATION 3

=

ENGLISH... "HE 1S RUNNING"

J

= By | BB

HOPI ... "WARI" (RUNNING,
STATEMENT OF FACT)

ENGLISH..."HE RAN"

HOPI . .. "ERA WARI" (RUNNING,
STATEMENT OF FACT

OBJECTIVE FIELD BLANK FROM MEMORY)

SITUATION 4

ENGLISH.. "HE WILL RUN"

HOPI ... "WARIKNI" (RUNNING,
STATEMENT OF
EXPECTATION)

ENGLISH..."HE RUNS" (E.G. ON
THE TRACK TEAM)

HOPI . . . "WARIKNGWE" ( RUNNING,
STATEMENT OF LAW)

OBJECTIVE FIELD BLANK
SITUATION 5

OBJECTIVE FIELD BLANK

Contrast between a ‘temporal’ language (English.) and a ‘timeless’ language (Hoopi).
What are to English differences of time are to Hopi differences in the kind of validity.
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EfMGLISH THE THREE

"CLEAN" "WITH" "RAMROD" ISOLATES FROM
EXPERIENCE OR

NATURE USED IN
ENGLISH TO SAY
*l CLEAN IT (GUN)
X WITH THE RAMROD”

SHAWNEE THE THREE

"PEKW" "ALAK" e ISOLATES FROM
RIOR OF HOLE) (BY MOTlON oF EXPERIENCE OR

(DRY SPACE) (
// TOOL, INSTRUMENT) NATURE USED IN
e SHAWNEE TO SAY
U EE— "NIPEKWALAKHA"
MEANING "I CLEAN
) IT (GUN) WITH THE
) 8, 8,8 RAMROD

Languages dissect nature differently. The different isolates of meaning (thoughts) used
by English and Shawnee in reporting the same experiences, that of cleaning a gun by
running the ramrod through it. The pronouns ‘I and ‘it" are not shown by symbols, as they
have the same meaning in each language. In shawnee ni-equals '1’; -a equals ‘it.’

HOPI - ONE WORD (MASA'YTAKA)| ENGLISH- ONE WORD (SNOW)
ENGLISH - THREE WORDS ESKIMO - THREE WORDS

HOPI - PAHE HOPI - KEYI
ENGLISH - ONE WORD (WATER);HOPI - TWO WORDS

Langauges classify items of experience differently. THe class corresponding to one word
and on thought in language. A may be regarded by language B as two or more classes
corresponding to two or more words and thoughts.
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Thick Description

Ethnography, is the tool for gathering anthropological
data by carrying out fieldworks - the in-depth study of
everyday practices and lives of a people. Ethnography
produces a detailed description of the studied group
at a particular time and location, known as ‘thick
description’, a term coined by anthropologist Clifford
Geertz in his 1973 book The Interpretation of Cultures,
to describe this type of research and writing.

Thick description explains the behavior or cultural
events in question, and the context in which it occurs
with the interpretation of it. It is to understand the
attitude, perspecitves and motivations of cultural
insiders.

Thin Thick
description description
Y v

o) s
(’:f ﬁ?rﬂ:?f;wiﬁ




Ethnography, Etic and Emic Perspectives

Data Collection Method
(1)Observationsandthoughts(Participant Observation)

By keeping field notebooks that document their ideas
and reflections as well as what they do and observe
when participating in activities with the people they
are studying

(2) Informal conversations and formal interviews
(recorded and transcribed)

(3) Documents collection

Collecting letters, photographs, artifacts, public
records, books and reports

Cuftural
Systems

v /
Psychological
Systems < -

Social
7 Systems

THE
HUMAMN
BEINCG

Biological Physical
Systems &2 ~  oystems
\ & >

Anthropology seeks to discover the interrelationships between various scientific models
of the human being.
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Etic / Emic perspectives

Emic perspecitves refer to the descriptions of
behaviors and beliefs in terms that are meaningful to
people who belong to a specific culture. To uncover
emic perspectives, ethnographers talk to people,
observe what they do, and participate in their daily
activities. It is essential for anthropologists’ efforts to
obtain a detailed understanding of a culture and to
avoid interpreting others through their own cultural

beliefs.

Etic perspectives refer to explaination for the behavior
made by an outside observer in ways that are
meaninful to the observer. Typically the description
arise from conversations between the enthnographer
and the anthropological community. It is informed
by historiacl, political, and economic studies and
other types of research. An emic lens give us an
alternative perspective that is essential to construct a
comprehensive view of people.

Most often, ethnographer includes both emic and
etic perspectives in their research and writing. It is
an usual approach to uncover a studied people’s
understanding of what they do and why and then
develop addition explanation for the behavior based
on anthropological theory and analysis.
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JAGER

Emic + EKtue

from the perspective of the from the perspective of the
observer. studied culture
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Precedent Cases
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Social Segregation

It happens when people of varying socil-economic
groups in a city have little opportunity to be exposed
to people different than them. The most prominant
examples of such segregation besides geographical
setting is the formation of ghettos.

Ghetto

It refers to apart of a city in which members of a minority
group live, especially as a result of social, legal, or
economic pressure. The term is generlaly referring to
the impoverished areas in the city, each with their own
forms, names, classifications and groupings of people.

Venetian Ghetto

The term was originally used for the Venetian Ghetto
in Venice, Italy, as early as 1516, to describe the part
of the city where Jews were restricted to live and thus
segregated from other people.

With its establishment, the ghetto became the only
place Venetian Jews were allowed to live — a gated
area within which its residents were locked at night.
The Jews of the ghetto were surveilled, limited in their
movements and the professions they could practice,
and forced to wear yellow markings on their clothing
when they left the ghetto. In the years that followed,
similar ghettos were established in cities throughout
Europe.

On March 29, 1516, the Venice Ghetto was established by decree of the Venice Ruling Council.
The very first ghetto, it was a tiny 2 1/2 block area on a small, dirty island housing over 4,000
people. The name comes from the Italian ghetto meaning ‘casting,” or Venetian geto meaning
‘foundry.’
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Plan of the Jewish Ghetto of Venice (1516 - 1997) by architect
Guido Costante Sullam, late 19th century.

Venice's gated ghetto survived until 1797, when Napolean
stormed the city and tore down the ghetto walls, ending the
restrictions on Jewish life.
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Warsaw Ghetto

As aprt of the Adolf Hitler's ‘final solution’, the Nazis
established ghettos in areas under German control to
confine Jews until they can be deported to the death
camp at Treblinka and executed.

The Warsaw ghetto, enclosed at first with barbed wire
but later with a brick wall 10 feet (3 metres) high and
11 mile (18km) long, comprised the old Jewish quarter
of Warsaw. The Nazis herded Jews from surrounding
areas into this district until by the summer of 1942
nearly 500,000 of them lived within its 840 acres (340
hectares); many had no housing at all, and those
who did were crowded in at about nine people per
room. Starvation and disease (especially typhus) killed
thousands each month.

An SS sergeant interrogating Jews captured during the suppression of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
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This map shows the boundaries of the Warsaw Ghetto, where 400,000 people were incarcerated.
It was published by the Yiddish Scientific Institute in 1944.

From Diary of 183G
November 7, 123°
P 62

Discussion of the Gencral Governor with Reichminister
Seyss—Inquart, Ministerial Director Dr.3uehler, SS Chief Irader
Krueger, the Guverno Waechter, Lasch and Fisher and the
reprosentatives in ZFerlin., Dr.Heuber asks about auestions concerning
fronticrs, rcfugess and the use of NSV.

Governcr Dr.Fisher promised a national German supervisor
of the institution of the Folish Help Committee in Warsaw,

“He pointed out that a special ghetto has to be established
for thc Jews:

The Jewish Flderman Office gives the information that there
are still 30.070 Jews in Warsaw — the Gencral Governor approved
this measurc,

This excerpt from 7 November 1939 is taken from Hans Frank’s diary. Hans Frank was the leader
of the General Government. This was an area of Poland that was controlled by Germany after
invasion in September 1939. The diary shows notes from a meeting between high ranking
Nazis, and states that a special ghetto 'has to be established for the Jews' in Warsaw.
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Lower East Side of Manhattan

In fact, four centuries later, the Lower East Side of
Manhattan, covering the area from 14th Street to the
Brooklyn Bridge, became a new type of ghetto. Home
to nearly half a million Jews, by 1916 it comprised the
world’s largest Jewish community at the time. As in
the Venice ghetto, the Jews of the Lower East Side
lived in unimaginably crowded conditions; packed
into just two square miles, this was one of the densest
areas of human settlement on Earth.

A 1948 report on Segregation in Washington—
published the same year that the Supreme Court
banned judicial enforcement of restrictive covenants
in Shelley v. Kraemer—contained a chapter on housing
segregation entitled “Ghettos in the Capital.” The
authors made no bones about their intent to evoke
the specter of the ghettos of the Holocaust in the way
they referred to the residential segregation of blacks.
"Ghetto is an ugly word,” one chapter opened. “To a
Dane it is ugly. To any Nazi victim. To anyone who saw
how Hitler placed a yellow mark on Jews so they could
be made to live apart, suffer apart, die apart. To an
American it is ugly.”

1920 New York State Legislature map showing various “immigrant districts” of Manhattan. Red
is Jewish; Tan is Italian; Lavendar is German; Green is Irish; Yellow is Chinese; Light Orange (top
middle) is Scandinavians/Finns.
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DRK CITY,

The Lower East Side Jewish ‘ghetto’, 1922
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From Ghetto to Social Segregation

The new black referent for “ghetto” truly came to the
fore in the 1960s, as urban race riots starting in the
middle of the decade vaulted segregated areas onto
the front pages of newspapers and onto television
screens across the nation and the globe. Digital history
resources reveal how usage of the word “ghetto”
soared in the 1960s and 1970s and how phrases like
“Negro ghetto” or, increasingly, “black ghetto” came
to eclipse "Jewish ghetto.”

The African-American psychologist Kenneth Clark’s
1965 book Dark Ghetto probably did more than any
other individual work to connect “ghetto” and “black”
in the mainstream media. The title of the book was
doubly appropriate. For Clark, the darkness of the
“dark ghetto” was evident not only in the skin color
of its inhabitants but in the fact that he saw such areas
as bleak, desperate places, devoid of faith in a better
future and awash in self-destructive behavior and
social vices, even as they were defended by others as
the home of vibrant culture and community

The transference of the word “ghetto” from Jewish to
black enclaves stirred controversy. Some pointed to
the lack of statutory laws restricting African Americans
to prescribed areas, but that argument overlooked a
whole range of state actions — from the enforcement
of restrictive covenants before 1948, to support for
redlining and the denial of home insurance for blacks
in the suburbs, to the building of public housing
in already segregated districts—that made black
residential concentration far more than purely a case
of de facto segregation.
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The African-American
psychologist Kenneth Clark'’s
1965 book Dark Ghetto
probably did more than

any other individual work

to connect “ghetto” and
“black” in the mainstream
media.

Dilemmas of Social Power

KENNETH B. GLARK
Foreword by Gunnar Myrdal

“Dark Ghetto, by Kenneth B. Clark, is a compelling
document which, without intending to shock us,
constitutes a deeply shocking indictment of

the kind of society which can impose on people the
misery and brutal suffering experienced by

the oppressed Negroes of America’s city slums.

The Negro in America enjoys what can only

be described as colonial status. The insight

of Dr. Clark into the subtleties of the Negro’s
experience in white America brings to our notice
the measure of what has happened and the necessity
for radical, indeed, revolutionary action.

I warmly endorse this book. I think it a vitally

? important document and deeply moving.” Bertrand Russell

[
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Anthropological Research

My Involvement and the Limitations of the Fieldwork

As part of the research from the emic perspectives, |
carry out interviews and on-site observations for four
months. The research is on an on-and-off basis, where
| went to the Mansions whenever the conditions is
available. By records, | went to the Mansions for 42
times with and without my cameras, as filming is always
sensitive in the Mansions.

Whenever | go in the Mansions, | stayed in different
places hoping to encounter someone who s
curious about what | am doing, and willing to have a
conversations for me to engage.

The following is the summary of the diary records, with
the conversations and the spaces that | travelled in the
Mansions, with and without the informants.

Informants

(Name) -

Ms Lee the mansion cleaner

Mr Johnny Singh the Indian grocery shop owner

Mr. Samson the manager of the hostels

Mr Leslie the district councillor

Mr. John the HK grocery shop owner

Ms. Chan the mansion cleaner

Mr. Lee the electrical shop owner

Mr. Jeffrey Andrews the social worker of Christian Action
Mr. Dixon the commitee of African Community
Mr. Jackie the Indian restaurant owner

Mr. Milton the Indian restaurant owner

The names of the informants, like many of the informants'
accounts in this booklet, are pseudonyms.
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Christian Actio

African Community

Ms. Lee - the mansions cleaner \ f Vir. L trical shop owner

Mr. John - the HK grocery shop owner

son - the manag guesthouse

Vs. Chan - the mansions cleaner

Mr. Johnny - the Indian grocery shop owner

Mr. Leslie
the disctrict councillor
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| encountered Mr. Lee as the first store that | approched
inthe Mansions. He is an electrical shop owner who has
owned the store since the beginning of the Mansions.
| bought a shaver from him, to start the conversation
more easily and comfortably to talk about his life
inside and outside the Mansions. He then introduced
Mr. Samson to me, who is the only one that is willing to
rent me a guesthouse in C block. He also introduced
Mr. John to me, who is a grocery store owner of the
Edingburgh Grocery Store.

(Note: Mr. Lee is unwilling to be interviewed in any
ways, not even video-taking or just a shot of his shop.)

Dates of conversations:
9/2/2021

11/2/2021

16/2/2021

23/2/2021

Mr. Lee, an electrical shop owner

| managed this shop since the 1960s, almost from the beginning. I'm
divored and in my thirties, | began to manage this store. | made a bit of
money earlier by selling electrical appliances. Everyone needs electrical
appliances! You see this! This is from the 80s and | still have it.

| don't like interviews, | don't like pictures. | have seen so much in here,
beyond what you can imagine. | don't want to stand out from the crowd,
even BBC has been here trying to ask me for an interview, | refused. | know
that you like the interiors, the vintage view that was originated from 50
years ago. But you don't know the consequences, you don't know the
hidden rules here. There will be troubles. Business is business - | wouldn't
want to mix it with something else.

People call me ‘Papa’ here, because | sell electrical appliances to all of
them. They are in good quality. But it is also an usual practice for Pakistanis
to call someone elder to be '‘Papa’. Not a rank or proper title, it is just how
people call one another in the Mansions. But | think it is OK, everyone is
just being friendly all the time.

If you want to carry on with your research, | can introduce you someone.
| don’t want to be invovled, but | know there is someone that you can
approach. Mr John, who owes a grocery shop, Edingburgh Grocery Shop
at the far end. He is willing to talk all the time. | think he has a son who
studies in the UK at the moment, so he would understand you more and
offer a help perhaps.

There is just nothing | can help, and nothing | would like to offer. So please
rather not to bother anymore. If this is about anything except video-
shooting and research, then | am happy to talk all the time whenever you
come and say 'hi’ to me!

(summarized)
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| encountered Mr. Mok, through Mr. Samson, who Dates of conversations:
provided the hostel keys and places for me everytime 24/2/2021
| stayed in the Mansions for the research. Mr. Mok, is a

guesthouse owners (also a boss of Mr. Samson) in the

Mansions.

Mr. Mok

The guesthouse has been run by my family. There’s lot of money to be
made. From a two-bed room you could make HK$400 to HK$500 a night.
One flat, ten rooms, occupied every night. There are a lot of Filipina maids
and Thais - they're lesbians or are having a date with their boyfriends on
Saturday or Sunday; you can rent them rooms for a short time. That's why
a lot of people - Hong Kong Chinese and now Indians - want to open a
guesthouse. There's no special skill required; all you have to do is work
hard.

Hong Kong people are afraid of Chungking Mansions partly because
in 1988 there was a serious fire in A block, on the eleventh floor. There
was a tourist from Denmark - because of the smoke, he climbed out of a
window and fell, and died. Before, the government did not pay attention
to Chungking Mansions and its fire danger. From then on, people start to
think that Chungking Mansions is a dangerous place. Inspections began,
international press began to pay attention. Now all the guesthouses, the
legal ones, are strictly open for inspections for fire dangers. Now, there are
fire alarms everywhere.

There are hidden rules. The Chinese and Indian owners will usually never
rent a room to a Hong Kong Chinese. Before we give them a room, they
have to register. If they have a Hong Kong ID, 'Sorry good-bye.” We were
worried that the triad societies - Chinese gangsters - would come in and try
to take some protection money.

When you are local Chinese and walk into Chungking Mansions, you're so

obvious! You can never hide yourself! Even the CID, the undercover police.
If they walk in we can recognize them immediately, in one second.
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Mr. John, with his wife are the ones who introduced
by Mr. Lee after we had several conversations in his
store. Mr.John has a son in UK, studying psychology
in Bath. He later then introcued me to Mr. Singh, an
Indian grocery store opposite to his to begin my first
video interview.

Dates of conversations:
24/2/2021

25/2/2021

2/3/2021

3/3/2021

Mr. John, a local grocery store owner

This store is not owned by me originally, it is from my Dad at the time where
the Mansions opened in 1956, | think. It has not been changed since then,
basically everything keeps the same. We sell local products, coca-colas,
local brands drinks VITA, clothes, shoes, many many little things. We sell
them to the restaurants inside the buidling mainly. Restaurants need drinks;
people needs clothes and shoes, so | can make a decent business here.

This is not my dream either, but who can really do what they want in their
lives during 60s, right? Everyone just want to make a living and that is
the only dream. Work harder, study harder so you can buy a flat and be
sucessful. Only in this way, you can be successful, no other way.

Right now, young people like my son are lucky! They can do whatevery
they want. The world is different not, the place is different. If you want to go
abroad, try not to come back anymore. Hong Kong is changing, and being
a place that you would not want it to be. | guess your parents must have
told that to you too. And because my son is studying in UK, | think | must
help you on what you want to do for you research. But go back and have
a look at the interviews that | had with TVB Broadcast, there are numerous
of them! Go back and have a look! And tell me what you want to do so we
start from there!

But i don't want to have any interviews anymore! We are being the
minorities here and we will be in troubles! ...... | have been there, so | don't
want anymore. | had the kind heart to say everyone is my friend in the
Mansions, but no one likes it. They think you are just promoting your own
businesses, so more money goes to you. They think that you earn more
without helping them, so they don't order things from you anymore. It is
hard to gain the trust here once, and | don't want to lose it anymore.

In general, | think Pakistanis or Indians are more willing to talk. They are
majority and nothing would harm if they have an interview with you. Ask
them before you film anything, they are so sensitive to cameras and they
want to know what it is for. People think it is easy to film here, but no! Not
like Chungking Express, it is actually filmed in Mirandor House.

Just a few months ago in November 2020, two drug dealers were caught
here next to my store. We all knew it before, cause | am in the committee
members of the Mansions. The police told us before cominginthe Mansions.
And we recognize everyone who does not belong here. It is just too easy to
recognize anything if you have been here for ages. The undercovers said
they are students, so the stores trusted them and let them take pictures
and answer their questions etc. | don't know what kind of evidences are
lack of, but they ended up taking two black guys away with two whole
teams of police force in front of my store.

Come back to do the research in late March or April, things will get better!

(summarized)
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Mr. Singh, who came from Indian along with his family Dates of conversations:
during the time of childhood. He has an Indian grocery 26/2/2021
store owned by his father originally. Everyone calls him

'‘Ah Singh’, a general name to whoever comes from

India.

Mr. Johnny Singh

| was born in India, but came to Hong Kong because my father was a
Gurkha. He then started his businesses in the Mansions when locals are left
in the 80s gradually. | dont know why they leave slowly, but we generally
become the majority since then.

You have to tell what is the fear to me. What fear is that? There is no fear
here in the Mansions. If you are talking about the little crimes, those crimes
happen everywhere in Hong Kong, not just the Mansions. It happens in
Mongkok, Yau Ma Tei ... everywhere. Of course, Chungking has its own
problems, but there is no fear. Nothing to be fear of.

Business was better back then than it is now. Now you can make expenses,
but you cannot make money with the store. Covid-19 has been a problem
to the tourism, and less people are coming to Chungking.

My customers are African and Indian. | talk to everyone in a friendly way.
If | talk to them nicely, they will buy something from me. | don't give a
high price or a low price, but market price. My father own the company
who sell the same products in Indian, so we have the entire production
line. | am helping to sell the stuff here in Hong Kong. | am happy with
that. It is better to do business in Hong Kong, better than India or UK.
Chungking Mansions - everybody wants to try to make money here. You
can sell something because different countries’ people all come here.

| grew up in Hong Kong. | am a HongKonger, as you all say. | have been
more than 30 years here in Hong Kong. Hong Kong is Chinese; | feel like an
outsider in Hong Kong. But when | enter this buidling, | don't feel like | am
an outsider; | feel like I'm home. Different people come here: Indonesian,
Malaysian, Indian, Sri Lankan, Bangladeshi, African, European. All countries
can enter here. Outside is difficult, but Chungking Mansions is home!

There is discrimination in Hong Kong, but don't film what | am trying to
say here. | speak Cantonese, | grew up in Hong Kong, but | have been
treated badly by suppliers who keep putting me off concerning delivery.
| told them, ‘Look, | am not a delivery boy driving this truck. | own these
shops!” When you speak Cantonese, the Chinese get scared! If they think
you don't, they talk badly about you.

Chungking Mansions ... after two or three years, more maindland China
people will be here. They'll open shops, and Pakistanis and Indians will
all, one by one, leave Chungking. Even if there is no business, the rent will
keep going up. Maybe African people will trust Chinese people more than
Indians or Pakistanis, because they think they have factories. Yes, maybe
the Indians and Pakistanis will vanish and only the Africans and Chinese will
remain.
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Mr. Samson, the manager of the hostels which is Dates of conversations:

owned by Mr. Mok. He was an asylum seeker who
worked voluntarily in Christian Action with Mr. Jeffrey
Adrews before for 10 years. Alongside, he gained his
permanent residence upon his marriage with his wife,
who is a local social worker in the Mansions.

Mr. Samson introduced me to Mr. Dixon later, who is
the committee member of African Community.

Mr. Samson, the manager of the hostels

Don't film at here, | can see you filming all along the way through the
cameras!

My boss wouldn't like it because this hostels is not part of the things that
you can normally see from the guide on the wall. You know!

| was an asylum seeker since 20 years ago | think, this year is my 20th year
in the Mansions. Mansion have given me so many things, from nothing
to what | am now. | met my wife 7 years ago, we met in the activities that
was held by the Christian Action. CA always hold some volunteer activities
in the Mansions for the asylum seekers. Instead of being the one who is
helped, | am always free to attend the services.

| see. If you want someone to interview, don't find me! Someone will be
interested to face the camera, but not me! | can find someone for you. You

said you are a student right? Have you met him yet?

(summarized)

22/2/2021
27/2/2021
8/3/2021
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Mr. Dixon, who | met because of Mr. Samson
introduced me to him. He is a committee member
of African Community, who manages and connects
everyone who is from the community in Hong Kong,
so as to provide support. He is also a youtuber who
filmed many online videos to introduce the restaurants
in Chungking Mansions. He is a close friend of Mr.
Jefferey Andrews, and both of them have strived their
best to promote the Mansions and cultures to locals.

Dates of conversations:
27/2/2021

2/3/2021

4/3/2021

6/3/2021

15/3/2021

29/3/2021

6/4/2021

22/4/2021

Mr. Dixon, a committee member of African Community

| am from Uganda. | studied with the Professor, Prof. Gordon Mathews, in
CUHK and | am now working there on and off as an academic assistant. |
often go back to the university to give lectures and help out the students
to do their anthropological studies. |, myself study my Bachelor for
Anthropological Studies, and Chungking Mansions was one of our projects
with the Professor.

What do you want to know? You may just ask and see if | can have an
answer with you. We often have a chat with the Professor every Sunday.
It never stop, we talk about everything happen around the globe, from
what happened last year in Hong Kong, to the wars in Israel and Palestine
and the earthquakes. Anthropological Studies is about conversations and
everything in the world. It trains how we talk and organize our ideas, and
how we see the world differently with one another.

| think Chungking is special, if you ask the Professor, he would probably say
the same. You can never find a place like this that embrace every cultures at
the same time. You see, especially Ramadan. Everyone here are like brothers
and sisters. Before sunrise, people share food; after sunset, people share
food. No matter where you are from, what religions you believe in, we share
what we have to everyone. This is brotherhood, man! This is a home to me!
All my friends are here! Everyone comes here for their dreams, and we help
each other like brothers!

If you say about discrimination, there surely is in Hong Kong. What | don't
like about that is the leverage of the crime. For example, the locals steal
one dollar, and the minorities steal one dollar as well. No one talk about
the locals, but they exemplify what the minorities did. You say we are
‘minorities’, what crime are we committing? Too much?

See, this is what | don't like, a different perspective or lens to look at us.
That's why | start the Community, and we become the bridge between us
and the locals, Mansions and the Police. We go the the police stations
to give talks; to the schools to give lectures in order to give a better
understanding to the listeners. We want the image of the Mansions to be
better, more positive. This is not a dark place, this is our home, everyone's
home.



Anthropological Research, Diary

East Indian Restaurant

Roof

L A B A N

African restaurant

Indian . E
Grocery : .
Store : .

...................... .......}....Ev.-n.---‘ ....... E IiftC

g ......................lé..
: @ Mr. Dixon eeehios

65



Anthropological Research, Diary

Ms. Lee, the mansions cleaner who doesn’t want to be Dates of conversations:
filmed at all. She is responsible for cleaning the entire 20/2/2021
Mansions, including the backstreet, where | met her

for the first time.

Ms. Lee, the Mansions cleaner

Don't film me! What project are you working on? People always say so and
they put everything on the internet. Videos and everything, so how would
| know that you won't?

Afraid? No, | would not afraid anything! | have been here for 30 years
already. You don't interfere anyone here, no one would try to hurt you. You
don’t say anything when you see something; you don’t stop them when
you see they are doing it, no one would say or do anything to you. No one.

So, nothing to afraid in the Mansions! Or else how would you think | can be
here for that long!

| come here to to Mansions everyday at 7am. | come here to clean the
Mansions with my colleagues from the top floors to the ground floors. It is
not that hard, we do this everyday.

You see the boxes, don't tell anyone that | hide them here behind the door.
They can make a bit of money, besides my job. | get them each time from
different stores. It is a good place to collect the paper boxes, because
traders and businessmen are using them and disposing them whenever
there is goods. | am just taking the trash and use them while everyone
don’t want them anymore.

(summarised)
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Mr. Leslie is a district council member of Tsim Sha Tsui Dates of conversations:
District. He is in charge of the matters of the whole 16/2/2021
distrct ranging from providing free meals for the

people to the approval of the construction of facilities.

| met him the first time when he was in the Mansions

distributingthe red pocketsto everyone. Then againfor

the second time when he was distributing the cleaning

products to the people in front of the Mansions.

Mr. Leslie, the district council member

Have you been to these restaurants? They are from Indian, but from the last
generation they are local-born Indian. They speak Cantonese, so if you are
looking for someone to interview, they can be the one! You see here, the
restaurants next to Jackie's one are his relatives’ shops. They came to Hong
Kong all together and began their businesses for a long time.

The people on the G/F and 1/F are nice. | was like an outsider before |
become the district council member. | went to the Mansions and sit there for
hours everyday. There is no other faster ways to get to know the Mansions.
Only by getting yourself here in the Mansions, or talk to people, you know
what is going on here in the Mansions. If you hide yourself, no one would
open to you. They are sensitive, so you can't film casually. But | think you
need to talk to them, try to do that!

You can see the buildings around the Mansions. You can find different
people living inside those buildings. In Tsim Sha Tsui, you can always see
people with different nationalities. They are no longer ‘minorities’ in TST,
not anymore. So, what you see is what is special about Hong Kong. You
can see the conflicts between Israel and Palestine, they fight because of
religious and cultural differences. For Hong Kong, no matter you are from
Palestine, Israel, Nepal ... no one will fight against each other because
of religious beliefs. Everyone stay together peacefully, like brothers and
sisters. This is what makes Hong Kong special, and different from other
places that is with the similar cultural diversity.
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Professor Gordon Mathews is professor of
anthropology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
He is the author of Global Culture/ Individual Identity:
Searching for Home in the Cultural Supermarket and
What Makes Life Worth Living? and several books. | met
him as CUHK is my alma mater and | have attended his
course during my Bachelor studies. We got in touch
again and he has been giving me comments on the
project.

Dates of conversations:
1/2/2021
16/2/2021

Professor Gordon Mathews, Anthropologist

If you have read my book, | think there is nothing much to say about the
Mansions. For how many times you have been to the Mansions? How many
nights you have spent in the Mansions?

| think you should spend more time in the Mansions! Whenever you have
the free time, go there! Talk to people! Spend time there!

| don't have anything to offer you, not the networks or anything! You have
to do your work so we can talk about it! It is not how | think and feel about
the Mansions, it is about what you think about it!

Stay in touch and let me know how your project goes later.

Email Conversations
27 Janurary 2021
Dear Eric,

OK, let's talk. Either tomorrow evening or next Monday evening would be
fine, by skype or zoom--

Best,
Gordon

4 March 2021
Dear Eric,

Good, I'm glad you're spending lots of time in Chungking Mansions now!
Your video is interesting! Because it's a work in progress, | won't comment,
except to say that I'm really happy that you're doing it!

Sure, we can talk any time about Chungking Mansions--just be in touch--

Best,
Gordon
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Previous Form of the Documentary
‘The City in A City’
(Numerous Revisions)
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Mr. Simon - the Indian grocery shopowner

Interview 3

Mr. Dixon - the African Community Committee
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Annex
The Research of ‘'The Rider’
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"The Rider’

As the beginning of the studies of marginalisation,

where people are neglected, ignored and labelled in

the cities, ‘The Rider’ focuses on the people that are
being put vulnerable in pandemic world.

During the lock-downs, the kitchens become dark
after 6PM. Food delivery connects the kitchen to
the domestic space directly, it acts as a link between
various people, as a cross-over of domestic and the
public through a digital platform that works for profit.
Yet it represents a rejection towards collective living, a
sole isolation of oneself. For the rider, it is an isolation
between him and the pandemics.
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Food Delivery Services

During the lockdowns/ pandemics, the food industry
has been great shifted to the delivery services.
Deliveroo, for example, enjoyed increased orders and
revenues as all the restaurants are forced to provide
only delivery services, but not the dine-ine services.

By statistics, the berlin-based company ‘foodpanda’
has an increased orders by 428% only in 2020, with a
revenue of 518% in comparing with the previosu years.

The change of lifestyle by the Covid-19 provokes a
new formed typology and spatiality, much similar to
the “from farm to fork’ typology. It omits the complex
transportations and processing processes, and
allow the two spaces (restaurant kitchens and home)
connecting to one another directly.

Agricultural Production

Food Processing Markets

Purchasing

Restaurant

Farm

Food Distribution

Food Packaging / Supermarkets  Transportation

from farm to fork’

kitchen
from kitchen \

table

I

»Dining

Home
(One's
Dining
Table)



Food Delivery Services

&» JOU SUN

deliveroo

URBANLICIOUS

S
foodpanda

b JOU SUN Why Us? Help Center HIXX

Category ¥ New! BestDeals Stores Search Q \9

JOUSUNGED

Free Delivery at $250*

Most Popular Best Deals New Products All Stores

POPULAR ON JOU SUN
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Farming and Food Industry in Hong Kong

Considering the farming and food industry in Hong
Kong, Hong Kong has only less than 1000 hectares
of farmland, while the major uses of land are either
urban development or country parks due to the
topographical context. With the tremendou decline in
local food productions and self sufficiency ratio, food
industry in Hong Kong is highly dependent on the
imports and food catering industry.

farmland



Food Industry in Hong Kong

Farmed Land in Hong Kong (Hectares) (1964 - 2018)

14000

12000 \

10000 \

8000 \

6000 \/\/\

4000

2000 1’

Fresh Vegetables Imports vs. Fresh Vegetables Production in Hong Kong (Tonnes) (1964 - 2018)

90000
N'

80000 /
70000 //\\/\ /
60000 /\/ //\ /\w
50000 A
35W—\/\ // \/
40000
74, W Vegeatables Consumption (1964 - 2018)
30000 W \/\
20000 /\/\/\/\/

10000 K\

3%

Hong Kong Fresh Vegetables Self-Sufficiency Ratio (%) (1964 - 2018)

81



Virtual Spatility

Virtual Spatiality

The extensive use of phones in daily lifes suggest
another spatiality, a virtual one that connects with the
real world with symbols and signs. It was never real
until ones take the orders from the real persons.

| interviewed Sam and MJ, who are working as a food
delivery rider and walker for FoodPanda.

ull Birdie @ @ 81% = ull Birdie @ (0 12:34 @ 71%
Help |E Hel
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s The Center -
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2B Lan Kwai Fong - ‘

(T gle'u_l i LE3%] r

12:20 -12:30

Enjoy your meal!

Order Details
Your rider has picked up your food.

NINOEN Japanese Shop
(Sheung Wan)

Contact your rider Iﬁ Your order number: #s6ed-mbec
Ask for contactless delivery

Delivery address 23 Hollywood Rd Hong Kong

Your order from:

BNVl mart = anda[Ela] »
sy PencelEm sy PondelTH
$20 off $100 on 4000+ daily essen... ~ $20 off $100 on 4000+ daily essen... -
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| met a rider, MJ, on the street.

Jéarted since'2015 as a part-time, as a walker.
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but not a career to him.

| met a rider, on the street.
Being a rider is a job, but not a career to him.

He has a dream of being a physicque trainer, but stopped by
the limitations of the reality to purchase his dream in Hong
Kong. Being a rider, is a professional job to him, but more like a
job than a career that he wants to purchase.

’ Ill : <The Rider>

“ten to fwelve hours per
The world becomes strange, but a strangeness that we are

getting more familiar.

During the lock-downs, the kitchens become dark after 6pm.
Food delivery connects the kitchens to the domestic space
directly. Such a food system acts as a link between various
people, a cross-over of domestic and the public through the
virtuality. Yet, it represents a rejection towards collective living,
Being a rider is a job. a sole isolation of oneself.
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